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Palaeontology at EGU: a PhD student’s perspective

I hadn’t considered the European Geoscience Union (EGU) General Assembly as a place where I 

would normally present my work, especially when considering the financial costs involved for 

an international conference as a PhD student with limited funding.  So when I heard that the 

Palaeontological Association was sponsoring two sessions, I jumped at the chance to go.

I’d heard a lot about the conference from other PhD students in my department who go each year, 

so I was really excited to visit Vienna, a city famous for its beautiful architecture, beer halls and 

schnitzel.  This, combined with a slot to present some of my work and meet new palaeontologists, 

seemed like a great opportunity to network and gain new experiences.

My first impression of EGU was that the scale of the event was much bigger than any I previously 

visited.  Having previously attended palaeontological conferences of only a few hundred people, 

I was astounded by the number of people at the icebreaker and the utter size of the venue – I loved 

how the conference staff used scooters to get around quickly.  The sheer number of attendees 

meant a broad diversity of research was presented and I met lots of potential collaborators for 

future projects.

With so many posters and oral sessions to choose from it did seem quite frantic getting from talk 

to talk, but there is a handy smartphone-app to keep you organised and not too lost.  Both (great) 

PalAss-sponsored sessions (<http://bit.ly/1RMkHGS> and <http://bit.ly/1XfwS7F>) were convened 

very professionally and were well attended – with my favourite talk being by Claire Belcher (Exeter 

University) and her presentation on modelling palaeo-wildfires.  Many regular EGU-goers I spoke to 

were quite surprised as to why we (i.e. palaeontologists) hadn’t come en masse previously and asked 

if we were going to return in the future.

Non-academically, it was marvellous to visit such a beautiful city and experience the local culture 

and cuisine with other like-minded people, albeit resulting in a slightly sore head the following day.  

I would highly recommend the Naturhistorische Museum, which is one of the best museums I’ve 

ever visited.

On a personal note, I am very grateful to the Association for assisting me with funds to go to EGU 

this year.  Aside from networking with a wide range of new scientists and receiving lots of feedback 

on my poster, it introduced me to new experiences including being interviewed by the EGU press 

team for one of their blogs (<http://egu.eu/1ITSC4>) and presenting at a press conference, 

something I had not imagined I would ever do.  I’d like to go again next year with a ‘Pico talk’ as the 

set-up looked like a really fun and dynamic way to present your science.  Hopefully next year, with 

these experiences, I’ll be able to find my session without getting too lost…

Thomas Clements

University of  Leicester
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